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15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 6, 2026

Memorial Lutheran Church | Nevada, lowa

Prelude: “Morning Has Broken” - arr. Tracey Craig McKibben
Lois Theesfield, piano

Welcome
Gathering Song: “Awake My Soul, and with the Sun” ELW #557

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through ] Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie

All Creation Sings, Setting 11
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Glory to God
All Creation Sings, Setting 11
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Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without
your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and
lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

"So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If | say to the
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood |
will require at your hand. °But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and
they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will
have saved your life.

' Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them;
how then can we live?” ' Say to them: As | live, says the Lord Gob, | have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of
Israel?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:33-40
| desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35)
%3 Teach me, O LoRD, the way of your statutes,
and | shall keep it to the end.

* Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching;
| shall keep it with all my heart.

% Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

*Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

3 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood:;
give me life in your way.



*8 Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

%9 Turn away the reproach that | dread,
because your judgments are good.

“Behold, | long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14

& Owe no one anything, excegt to love one another, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. ® The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal,; you shall not covet,” and any
other commandment are summed up in this word “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” "° Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling
of the law.

" Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; " the night is far gone; the day i is near. Let us then throw off the works
of darkness and put on the armor of Ilght ®let us walk decently as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. Instead put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children at Heart Sermon



Gospel Acclamation

All Creation Sings, Setting 11
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:15-20

The Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to You, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“If your brother or sister sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have
regained that one. "® But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along
with you, s0 that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. ' If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such aonebetoyouasa
gentile and a tax collector. " Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. '
Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will
be done for you by my Father in heaven. % For where two or three are gathered
in my name, | am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ



Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “God, When Human Bonds are Broken” ELW #603

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Music Voluntary: “Let Us Break Bread Together” - arr. Charles Callahan
Lois Theesfield, piano



Offering Prayer

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

Amen.

The Meal

This is Christ's table and Christ's meal. All are welcome here. Kids are welcome
to commune at the discretion of their parents. If you are unable to come forward
please let an usher or the pastor know so that we can bring you Communion at

your seat.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Holy, Holy

All Creation Sings, Setting 11
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Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

Hymns during Communion

“Lamb of God” - ACS Setting 11 (see next page)
“Go My Children, with My Blessing” - ELW #543
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Lamb of God

All Creation Sings, Setting 11
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Prayer After Communion

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace
+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” - ELW #836

Dismissal

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” - arr. John Carter
Lois Theesfield, piano
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Prayers for Healing

If you have a prayer request, please email pastorkathleen@mlcnevada.org or
emily@mlcnevada.org, or call the church office at 515-382-6509.

Prayers for the family of +Dorothy Heintz following her death

Prayers for Judy Craven and family following the death of her husband +Mel Craven

De Carsrud

Becky Johnson
relative of Judy Johnson

Randy Theesfield
brother of Lynn Theesfield

Lynette Meis
friend of Steve & Nan Jungst

Mike Coverdale
Beverly Johnson

June Rush
sister of Joan Ridgway

Nan Jungst
Paul Johnson
Mary Brinkman

Ashley and Ming Xu
friends of Aly Sassman

Kathy Lynn Johnson
Teresa Krebs
Kari Toot
Tanya Sorem

Julie & Craig Sutherland

June Copenhaver
mother of Diane Martin

Pastor Andrea Myers
wife of Pastor Ronald Myers

Charlie Lloyd
Bert Ann Ray
Wayne Kinyon

Loren Bryant
brother of Arlys Neal

Jill Rhodes

Connie Robinson
sister of Shirley Klonglan

Barb McDaniel

Ken Huffaker
father of Kendra McCauley

Ardith Forsyth
Eileen Miller
Karen Anderson
Caleb Roof
Evelyn Onstot

Katy Beno
sister of Sandy Christian

Eric Forsyth
Crystal Vines

Katie Bass
niece of Judy Coverdale

Wayne Johnson
Troy Vincent
Mike Neal
Christina King
Sherry Kluever
Kim Elliott
Pr. Marcia Kisner

Marlene Waddell
friend of Virginia Palmisano-
Goettsch

Cassie Harrell
Jean Smith
Easton Farrington

Janice Hartz

Hospitalizations: If you are in the hospital or are going to be in the hospital and want us to be
aware of it, please call the church office or have someone call on your behalf. Unless directed
otherwise, your name will be placed on the prayer list and included in electronic notifications.
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This Week at Memorial

Monday, September 7 - Sunday, September 13

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Church Office Closed 3:30 PM 6:00 PM N 1:00PM 5:00 PM
Finance Team Meeting  H, R | Lutheran World Relief Fellowship & Outreach

Staff Work Room Sanctuary |\ Work Day Meeting
Mission Room Lounge

5:00 PM 7:30 PM

E C Choir Reh L 1:00 PM 6:30 PM

Meeting Sanctuary CROP Walk Meeting ~ Wednesday Night Live /
Lounge Lounge Confirmation Class

Chapel

Thursday Friday “God’s Work. Our
8:30 AM Hands.” Sunday
Bible Study 9:00 AM
]

Have an idea for our monthly newsletter? Perhaps a focus ona  [RACISUERNELCUED
ministry or group you're involved with at Memorial or in the and online via YouTube
community? We would love to hear from you! Please contact and Facebook, followed

emily@mlcnevada.org or call the church office. by “God's Work. Our
Hands.” activities and

potluck! Please bring a
dish or side to share!

Office Hours

8:00 PM
Endowment Board Meeting
Lounge

Tuesday - Friday 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM*
*Call 515-382-6509 for appointments outside of office hours

Memorial Lutheran Church
701 11th Street, Nevada, |A 50201
Phone 515-382-6509
pastorkathleen@mlcnevada.org
emily@micnevada.org
www.micnevada.org

@memluthnevada @ Memorial Lutheran Memorial Lutheran ELCA

Kathleen Lotz, Pastor | Lois Theesfield, Director of Music Ministry
Emily Dalthorp, Parish Administrator for Outreach & Engagement
Mike Coverdale, Custodian

Texts and graphics from From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20739. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.




