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Prelude: “Jesus, Still Lead On” arr. David Cherwien

Lois Theesfield, organist

Welcome

Third Sunday of Lent
March 20th, 2022

Memorial Lutheran Church | Nevada, lowa
*An asterisk denotes that the congregation is invited to stand

*Gathering Hymn: “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty” ELW #777, stanzas 1-4

Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty
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1 “Come to me, all pil-grims thirst - y; drink the wa - ter [ will give.
2 “Come to me, all trav-lers wea - ry; come that [ may give you rest.
3 “Come to me, be - liev-ers bur-dened; find re-fresh-ment in this place.
4 “Come to me, re - pen-tant sin - ners; leave be - hind your guilt and shame.
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If you knew what gift [ of - fer, you would come to me and live.”
Drink the cup of life 1 of - fer; at this ta - ble be my guest”
Come, re - ceive the gift I of - fer, turn to me and seek my face.”
Come and know di - vine com-pas -sion, turn to me, [ call your name.”
Refrain
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Je-sus, ev - er- flow-ing foun - tain, give us wa-ter from your well.
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In the gra - cious gift you of - fer there is joy no tongue can tell.




*Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of God,

who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us,

and guides us in our pilgrimage.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,

we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!

Forgive us and turn us again to you.

Teach us to follow in your ways,

assure us again of your love,

and help us to love our neighbor.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

the Word draws near to you,

and all who call out to God shall be saved.

In Jesus, God comes to you again and again

and gathers you under wings of love.

In + Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.

God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.
Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
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*Prayer of the Day

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love
to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9
Lector: Shellie Black

1Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
“Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
*Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
| will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

®Seek the Lord while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
"let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
®For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
°For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 63:1-8 with “Come to the Water of Life” ACS #955
Presented by Memorial Choir and narrated by Steve Lekwa. Congregation is invited to join in singing the
final stanza of “Come to the Water of Life”.

1 All who are thirsty for mercy,
all who are thirsty for love;
all who are thirsty for love, for mercy, come:
come to the Water of life.

2 All who are thirsty for healing,
all who are thirsty for touch;
all who are thirsty for touch, for healing, come:
come to the Water of life.

3 All who are thirsty for beauty,
all who are thirsty for truth;
all who are thirsty for truth, for beauty, come:
come to the Water of life.

4 All who are thirsty for justice,
all who are thirsty for peace;
all who are thirsty for peace, for justice, come:
come to the Water of life.

5 All who are thirsty for mercy,
all who are thirsty for love;
all who are thirsty for love, for mercy, come:
come to the Water of life.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Lector: Shellie Black

'l do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, %and aII were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in
the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, *and all drank the same splrltual drink. For they
drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. °Nevertheless, God
was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

®Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we m|ght not desire evil as they
did. "Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to
eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” ®We must not mdulge in sexual immorality as some
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day We must not put Christ to the
test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents "®And do not complain as some
of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. "' These things happened to them to serve
as an example and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages
have come. '?So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. "*No testing has
overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you
may be able to endure it.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.

Gospel Reading: Luke 13:1-9

The Gospel according to Luke
Glory to You, O Lord

'At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. ?[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because
these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?°No, |
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. *Or those eighteen who were
killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders
than all the others I|V|ng in Jerusalem? °No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
perlsh just as they did.”

®Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came
looking for fruit on it and found none. “So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years
| have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still | find none. Cut it down! Why should it
be wasting the son’?’ ®He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until | dig around it and
put manure on it. °If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.””

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: “There in God’s Garden” ELW #342
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There in God’s Garden
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1 There in God’s gar - den stands the Tree of Wis - dom,
2 Its name is Je - sus, name that says, “Our Sav - ior!”
3 Thorns not its own  are tan - gled in its fo - liage;
4 See how its branch - es reach to us in wel - come;
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whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on its branch - es see  the scars of suf - f’ring;
our greed has starved i, our de - spite has  choked it.
hear = what the Voice  says, “Come to me, ye wea - ry!
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Tree of all knowl -  edge, Tree of all com -
see there the ten - drils of our hu - man
Yet, look! it lives! its grief has not de -
Give me your sick - ness, give me all your
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pas - sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self - hood feed on its life - blood.
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
sor - row, I will give  bless - ing.”

5 This is my ending

this my resurrection;
into your hands, Lord,

I commit my spirit.

This have I searched for;
now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

6 All heav’n is singing,
“Thanks to Christ whose passion
offers in mercy
healing, strength, and pardon.
Peoples and nations,
take it, take it freely!”
Amen! My Master!

Text: Kirdly Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590—c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982
Music: SHADES MouNTAIN, K. Lee Scott, b. 1950
Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.
Music © 1987 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Apostle’s Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Music Voluntary: “Jesus the Lord” - Roe O’Connor, arr. Schutte
Memorial Choir; Carol Vincent, soloist

Offering Prayer

Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast

where you offer us the food that satisfies.

Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.



Meal

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Commune

Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.

Communion Hymns: “As the Deer Runs to the River” ELW #331
‘Jesus Still Lead On” ELW #624
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As the Deer Runs to the River
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1 As the deer runs to the riv - er, parched and wea - ry from the chase,

2 When your Is - rael crossed the

des - ert where no stream or spring was seen,
3 “Come and drink,” I - sa - iah sum-moned,“all who for God’s mer - cy plead!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923
Music: JULION, David Hurd, b. 1950
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc.

Music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

4 Christ, we come from des - ert plac-es, deep -est thirst un - sat - is - fied.
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we have come from hurt and hur - ry, thirst-ing for your heal - ing grace.
Mo - ses struck the rock,and wa - ter flowed for them, re - fresh - ing, clean.
God’s for - give - ness, like a foun-tain, flows to sat - is - fy your need.”
Lead us to the wa-ters flow-ing from the cross on which you died.
o) Refrain
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Je -sus, source of liv-ing wa - ter, may we drink of you and live!




Jesus, Still Lead On
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1 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; and, al - though the
2 If the way be drear, if the foe be near, let no faith - less
3 When we seek re - lief from a long-felt grief, when temp-ta - tions
4 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; heav'n-ly lead - er,
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way be cheer - less, we will fol - low, calm and fear - less;
fears o’er - take us, let not faith and hope for - sake us;
come al - lur - ing make us pa - tient and en - dur - ing;
still  di - rect us, still sup - port, con - sole, pro - tect us,
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guide us by your  hand to the prom - ised land.
safe - ly past the foe to our home we go.
show us that bright shore where we weep no more.
till  we safe - ly stand in the prom - ised land.

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: SEELENBRAUTIGAM, Adam Drese, 1620-1701

Prayer After Communion

Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace,

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
to a world in need.

Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

You are children of God,
anointed with the oil of gladness
and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God,

motherly, majestic, and mighty,

+ bless you this day and always.
Amen.



*Sending Hymn: “O Living Bread from Heaven” ELW #542

O Living Bread from Heaven
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My Sav-ior, you have led
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3 You gave me
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all I  want -
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how well you feed your guest!
me with - in
ed;

your ho - liest place,

food can death de - stroy.

Oh, grant me then, well-strength-ened with heav’n-ly food, while here
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The gifts that you have giv - en have filled my heart with rest.
and here your-self have fed me with trea - sures of your grace;
And you have free - ly grant - ed the cup of end-less joy.
my course on earth is  length-ened, to  serve you, free from fear;
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O won-drous food of bless - ing! O cup that heals our woes!
for you have free-ly giv - en what earth could nev - er buy,
My Lord, 1 do not mer - it the fa - vor you have shown,
and bring me home to praise you where none can peace de - stroy,
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My heart, this gift pos-sess - ing, in thank-ful song o’er - flows!
the bread of life from heav - en, that now 1 shall not die.
and all my soul and spir - it bow down be - fore your throne.
where I will ev - er raise you glad songs in end-less  joy.

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-1667; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

Dismissal

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: “Jesus, Lead Thou On” arr. Paul Manz
Lois Theesfield, organist




Prayers for Healing

If you have a prayer request, please email pastorkathleen@milcnevada,org or
emily@mlcnevada.org, or call the church office at 515-382-6509.

Family and friends of +Dick Couser

Sandy Peterson
friend of Kim Stieler

Donna See

Kenny Amunson
uncle of Kim Stieler

Janet Jacques
Chuck Ray

Katie Brockmeier
granddaughter-in-law of
Ruth Brockmeier

Norma Dannan
friend of Betty Runge

Teresa & Kim Krebs
and family

Michael Neal

Patricia Barrance
mother of Vanessa
Borwick

Family of John and
Tanya Sorem

Jami Tharp
Fred Samuelson
Larry Christian
Jaylee Bartleson
Norma Gandrup

Sheila Collingwood
mother of Lyndsey
De Vos

Judy Coverdale
James Stephens
George Forsyth
Janeen Driscoll
Lynn Harris
Julie Sutherland
Cassie Harrell
Jan Cook

John Snitko
son-in-law of Bob and
Liz Meimann

Carsrud family following
death of De’s brother,
Dave Olinger



Announcements

No Sunday School Today
Sunday School will not be held today (March 20th) during Spring Break.

Online Giving with Tithe.ly—Help the People of Ukraine

We have set up a special giving option in Tithe.ly to help the people of Ukraine through
Lutheran Disaster Response. If you would like to help, simply visit http://tithe.ly/give or scan
the QR code on the following page and choose “Lutheran Disaster Response: Ukraine Crisis”
when making your donation. Thank you!

Card Shower for Lois Gerlach

From the family of Lois Gerlach: “Our beautiful mother of four, grandmother of four, and great
grandmother of two is turning 90 on March 28th and we want to celebrate her by throwing her
a card shower! If you would like to wish her a happy birthday, cards may be sent to her home
address below. We thank you in advance to all who join in celebrating this lovely lady!”

Lois Gerlach
63055 190th Street
Nevada, IA 50202

Spring Intergenerational Sunday School Activities

Grab a donut and join us for Intergenerational Sunday School in the Fellowship Hall from
10:15—10:30 on Sunday mornings. Prior to and following this brief lesson for all ages (adults
included!) all are encouraged to join in an informal time of catching up and spending time
together. Sunday School for kids will continue until 11:15 in their classrooms. During this
Lenten season our Sunday School lessons will focus on Jesus' last days on earth and,
following Easter, on the promise of the Holy Spirit. On Palm Sunday there will be a special
lesson on Stations of the Cross and an Easter egg hunt!

Lenten Book Study

We will continue taking a look at The Hopeful Neighborhood Project during the season of
Lent. We are offering an in-person option or an online option to participate in. Join us in-
person to discuss what you read on Tuesday evenings at 7 pm at church beginning on
March 8th, or join us online Thursday evenings at 8 pm beginning on March 3rd. Books will
be provided. Sign up in the narthex or contact the church office.



Calling All Potential Acolytes!

Have you been an acolyte in the past? Have you never been an acolyte before but always
thought it would be fun to try it out? We need you! Please contact Vanessa Borwick or the
church office if you would like to be part of this important ministry.

New Church Office Hours

The church office will now be closed on Mondays. Open office hours will be Tuesday -
Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm.

Church Camping Trip to Hickory Grove Park

Would you like to be part of the planning team for our April 29-May 1 Camping Trip? Please
contact the church office so we can get our heads together and plan for a great weekend!

Lutheran Lakeside Camp

Confirmation students, join us for your best week ever up at Lutheran Lakeside Camp at
Lake Okoboji! We will leave Sunday, June 12th and return Friday, June 17th. Early bird
registration ends February 28th and families are asked to cover the first $100 of camp fees
as they are able.

Annual Meeting of the Congregation Sunday, April 3rd

Save the date: Memorial Lutheran’s Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held during
worship on Sunday, April 3rd. We’'ll be holding the second vote necessary to ratify the
amendments to our Constitution (voted on December 12, 2021). We will also vote on the
Finance Team’s proposed consolidation of Multipurpose funds.

Online Giving with Tithe.ly E :I'.'-I.I E
|

Thank you for joining us for worship today! If you would like to
support our ministries, online gifts can be made using http://tithe.ly/
give or by scanning the QR code. E
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