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*An asterisk denotes that the congregation is invited to stand

Prelude: “Rhosymedre” arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams
Dave Blumer, organist

Welcome

*Gathering Hymn: “The God of Abraham Praise” ELW #831

The God of Abraham Praise
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1 The God of A-br’ham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 The God of A-br’ham praise! At your su-preme com - mand
3 The God of A-br’ham praise! Your all - suf - fi - cient grace
4 Your prom-ise you have sworn; [ on your oath de - pend.
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An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days, and God of love—
from earth 1 rise and seek the joys at your right hand.
shall guide me all my pil - grim days in all my ways.
I shall, on ea - gle wings up-borne, to  heav’n as - cend.
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“I Am the One I Am”— by earth and heav’'n con - fessed;
1 all on earth for-sake— its wis - dom, fame, and pow’'r—
You deign to call me friend; you call your-self my  God!
I shall be - hold your face; 1 shall your powr a - dore,
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name for - ev - er blest.

and you my on -ly por-tion make, my shield and tow’T.
And you will save me to the end through Je - sus’ blood.
and sing the won-ders of your grace for - ev - er - more.




*Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of God,

who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us,

and guides us in our pilgrimage.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,

we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!

Forgive us and turn us again to you.

Teach us to follow in your ways,

assure us again of your love,

and help us to love our neighbor.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

the Word draws near to you,

and all who call out to God shall be saved.

In Jesus, God comes to you again and again

and gathers you under wings of love.

In + Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.

God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.
Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer -




*Prayer of the Day

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world.
Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the
life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Lector: Art Check

' After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram,
| am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will
Xou give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”
And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be
my heir.” *But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but
your very own issue shall be your heir.” °He brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall
your descendants be.” °And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as
righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “l am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give
you this land to possess.” ®But he said, “O Lord God, how am | to know that | shall possess
it?” °He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram
three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” "°He brought him all these and cut them
in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. ""And
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

'?As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying
darkness descended upon him.

""When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch
passed between these pieces. '®0On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying,
“To your descendants | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 27
Spoken by congregation

'The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?

“When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh —
my adversaries and foes — they shall stumble and fall.

*Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me, yet | will be confident.



“One thing | asked of the LORD, that will | seek after:
to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.

*For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a rock.

®Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me,
and | will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy;
| will sing and make melody to the LORD.

"Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud,
be gracious to me and answer me!

8'Come," my heart says, "seek his face!"
Your face, LORD, do | seek.

Do not hide your face from me.
Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help.
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!

"%If my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will take me up.

"Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path
because of my enemies.

Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries,

for false witnesses have risen against me, and they are breathing out violence.
3 pelieve that | shall see the goodness of the LORD

in the land of the living.

"*Wait for the LORD;
be strong, and let your heart take courage,;
wait for the LORD!

Second Reading: Philippians 3:17— 4:1
Lector: Art Check

""Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the
example you have in us. '®For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; | have often told
you of them, and now | tell you even with tears. ¥Their end is destruction; their gzod is the
belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. °But our
citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ. 2’He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of
his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.
*'Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.

Gospel Reading: Luke 13:31-35

The Gospel according to Luke
Glory to You, O Lord

YAt that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for
Herod wants to kill you.” **He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, | am casting
out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day | finish my work.
*3Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day | must be on my way, because it is impossible for a
prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.” **Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have | desired to gather your
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!
*°See, your house is left to you. And | tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when
you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: “O God, You Search Me” ACS #1082
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O God, You Search Me
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1 O God, you search me and you know me.
2 You know my rest - ing and my ris - ing.
3 Be - fore a word is on my tongue, Lord,
4 Al - though your Spir - it is up - on me,
5 For you cre - at - ed me and shaped me,
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All  my thoughts lie 0 - pen to  your gaze.
You dis - cem my  pur - pose from a - far,
you have known its mean - ing through and through.
still 1 search for shel - ter from your light.
gave me life with - in my moth - er’s womb.
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When 1 walk or lie down you are be - fore me:
and with love ev - er - last - ing you be - siege me:
You are with me be-yond my wun - der - stand - ing:
There is no - where on earth I can es - cape you:
For the won - der of who I am, 1 praise you:
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ev - er the mak - er and keep - er of my days.
in  ev-’ mo - ment of life or death, you are.
God of my pres - ent, my past, and fu - ture, too.
e - ven the dark - ness is ra - diant in your sight.
safe in your hands, all «cre - a - tion is made  new.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: O GOD, YOU SEARCH ME, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1992 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




Apostle’s Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Music Voluntary: “Thou Shalt Bring Them In” arr. George F. Handel
Dave Blumer, organist

Offering Prayer

Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast

where you offer us the food that satisfies.

Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.



Meal

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Commune

Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.

Communion Hymns: “Thy Holy Wings” ELW #613
‘Restore in Us, O God” ELW #328
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Thy Holy Wings
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1 Thy  ho - ly wings, O Sav - ior, spread gent-ly o - ver me,
2 Oh, let me nes - tle  near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, wash me in the wa - ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
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and let me rest se - cure-ly through good and 1ll in thee.
where [ will find sweet com-fort and peace with - in  thy nest.
Give me a will-ing spir - it, a heart both clean and good.
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Oh, be my strengthand por-tion, my rock and hid-ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - roundme and keep me safe-ly there,
Oh, take in - to thy keep-ing  thy chil-dren greatand small,
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and let my ev-'ry mo - ment be lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new - born  and need thy ten-der care.
and while we sweet-ly slum - ber, en - fold us one and all.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator



Restore in Us, O God
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1 Re - store us, O God, the splen-dor of your love; re
2 O wake in  us the won-der of your pow’r; from
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the full - ness of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
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new your im-age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow'r.
tize us in the 1is - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayer After Communion

Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace,

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
to a world in need.

Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

You are children of God,

anointed with the oil of gladness

and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God,

motherly, majestic, and mighty,

+ bless you this day and always. Amen.



*Sending Hymn: “We Sing to You O God” ELW #791

We Sing to You, O God 791
God

1 We sing 0 you, O the Rk who gave us

2 We wan-dered far  from Fome out im &  des - oert
3 You bear us through the world, an ca - gle o il

4 0 God, ¢ - ter - nal God, we hide with - in  your
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songs be raised, in joy - ful hymns,our feast of praise.
in  your amms and  shel-tered wus @ - gainst the storm.
light and wr and trust m your um - fail - ing care,
way is just, you - are the God m  whom we trust.,
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: “Jesus, | Will Ponder Now” arr. Paul Manz
Dave Blumer, organist



Prayers for Healing

If you have a prayer request, please email pastorkathleen@milcnevada,org or
emily@mlcnevada.org, or call the church office at 515-382-6509.

Family and friends of +Dick Couser

Donna See

Kenny Amunson
uncle of Kim Stieler

Janet Konrade
sister of Betty Toot

Janet Jacques
Chuck Ray

Katie Brockmeier
granddaughter-in-law of
Ruth Brockmeier

Norma Dannan
friend of Betty Runge

Teresa & Kim Krebs
and family

Michael Neal

Patricia Barrance
mother of Vanessa
Borwick

Family of John and
Tanya Sorem

Jami Tharp
Fred Samuelson
Larry Christian
Jaylee Bartleson
Norma Gandrup

Sheila Collingwood
mother of Lyndsey
De Vos

Judy Coverdale
James Stephens
George Forsyth
Janeen Driscoll
Lynn Harris
Julie Sutherland
Cassie Harrell
Jan Cook

John Snitko
son-in-law of Bob and
Liz Meimann

Carsrud family following
death of De’s brother,
Dave Olinger



Announcements

Online Giving with Tithe.ly—Help the People of Ukraine

We have set up a special giving option in Tithe.ly to help the people of Ukraine through
Lutheran Disaster Response. If you would like to help, simply visit http://tithe.ly/give or scan
the QR code on the following page and choose “Lutheran Disaster Response: Ukraine Crisis”
when making your donation. Thank you!

Spring Intergenerational Sunday School Activities

Grab a donut and join us for Intergenerational Sunday School in the Fellowship Hall from
10:15—10:30 on Sunday mornings. Prior to and following this brief lesson for all ages (adults
included!) all are encouraged to join in an informal time of catching up and spending time
together. Sunday School for kids will continue until 11:15 in their classrooms. During this
Lenten season our Sunday School lessons will focus on Jesus' last days on earth and,
following Easter, on the promise of the Holy Spirit. On Palm Sunday there will be a special
lesson on Stations of the Cross and an Easter egg hunt!

Lenten Book Study

We will continue taking a look at The Hopeful Neighborhood Project during the season of
Lent. We are offering an in-person option or an online option to participate in. Join us in-
person to discuss what you read on Tuesday evenings at 7 pm at church beginning on
March 8th, or join us online Thursday evenings at 8 pm beginning on March 3rd. Books will
be provided. Sign up in the narthex or contact the church office.

Calling All Potential Acolytes!

Have you been an acolyte in the past? Have you never been an acolyte before but always
thought it would be fun to try it out? We need you! Please contact Vanessa Borwick or the
church office if you would like to be part of this important ministry.

New Church Office Hours

The church office will now be closed on Mondays. Open office hours will be Tuesday -
Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm.

Church Camping Trip to Hickory Grove Park

Would you like to be part of the planning team for our April 29-May 1 Camping Trip? Please
contact the church office so we can get our heads together and plan for a great weekend!



Lutheran Lakeside Camp

Confirmation students, join us for your best week ever up at Lutheran Lakeside Camp at
Lake Okoboji! We will leave Sunday, June 12th and return Friday, June 17th. Early bird
registration ends February 28th and families are asked to cover the first $100 of camp fees
as they are able.

No Sunday School or Confirmation During Spring Break

Looking ahead: Sunday School and Confirmation classes will not be held March 13th or
20th during Spring Break.

Annual Meeting of the Congregation Sunday, April 3rd

Save the date: Memorial Lutheran’s Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held during
worship on Sunday, April 3rd. We’'ll be holding the second vote necessary to ratify the
amendments to our Constitution (voted on December 12, 2021). We will also vote on the
Finance Team’s proposed consolidation of Multipurpose funds.

Online Giving with Tithe.ly

Thank you for joining us for worship today! If you would like to EE.E"E

support our ministries, online gifts can be made using http://tithe.ly/
give or by scanning the QR code.
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