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*An asterisk denotes that the congregation is invited to stand

Prelude
Dave Blumer, organist

Welcome

*Gathering Hymn: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” ELW #310
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -1 - fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;
3 Man -1-fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man - i - fest - ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man-1 - fest;
man -1 - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
graceto 1m - 1 - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branchof roy - al Da-vid’s stem in thy birth at Beth -le - hem:
man - 1 - fest in pow’r di- vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - 1 - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702

God in flesh made man-1 - fest.



Kyrie
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, ev-ry day.
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| For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peace in our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - nm -ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.




*Prayer of the Day

Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the nations to the brightness
of your rising. Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all the world through him
who is the true light and the bright morning star, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

Lector: Larry Parker

'Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
’For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
*Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

“Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
*Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
®A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

1 Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;

2 that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

4 Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.



5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.

7 In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.

11 May all kings bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.

12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor,
and preserves the lives of the needy.

14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12

Lector: Larry Parker

1Thls is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
’for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was glven me for
you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few
words, “a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of
Christ. °In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: ®that is, the Gentiles have
become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.

"Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. 8Although | am the very least of all the saints, this
grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ,
and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things; "°so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich varlety mlght
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 'This was |n
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12

The Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to You, O Lord

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” *When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all the
chief griests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

®And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. ®Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay
him homage.” *When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
"%When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ""On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. ?And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
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The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ



Sermon

Hymn of the Day: “Brightest and Best of the Stars” ELW #303
Brightest and Best of the Stars
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1 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 What shall we  give him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion?
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - ton,
5 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
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dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
low lies his head with the beasts of  the stall;
Shall we bring in - cense and of - frings di - vine,
vain - ly with gifts would his fa - vor se - cure;
dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
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Star of the east, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
an - gels a - dore him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
gems of the moun - tain and pearls of the o - cean,
rich - er by far is the heart’s ad - o - ra - tion,
Star of the east, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
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guide where our in - fant re - deem - er s laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav. - dor of all.
myrrh from the for - est or gold from the mine?
dear - er to God are  the prayers of the poor.
guide where our im - fant re - deem - er is laid.

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.

Music: MORNING STAR, James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt.




Apostle’s Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Prayer

Gracious God,

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth.
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts,

prepare us to receive the grace and truth

you offer at this table

and renew in us the song of your salvation,

in Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.



Meal

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Commune
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,
come, see what God makes known for you.



Communion Hymn: “What Child is This” ELW #296

What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to restt on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this  is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

Prayer After Communion

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus,

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.

As we have shared this feast of love,

strengthen us to share your love with all the world.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.



Announcements

Blessing

The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

*Sending Hymn: “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” ELW #314

Arise, Your Light Has Come!
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1 A - rise, your light has come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;

2 A - rise, your light has come! Fling wide the pris - on door;

3 A - rse, your light has come! All you in  sor - row  born,

4 A - rise, your light has come! The  moun - tains burst in song!

show forth the glo-ry of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing,God’s pow’r will make us strong.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior!
Thanks be to God!

Postlude
Dave Blumer, organist



Prayers for Healing

If you have a prayer request, please email pastorkathleen@mlcnevada,org or
emily@mlcnevada.org, or call the church office at 515-382-6509.

Kathy Larsen and family following the death of her father +Irven Boozell

Chuck Ray

Justin Brandner
step-grandson of Wayne
and Helen Johnson

Katie Brockmeier
granddaughter-in-law of
Ruth Brockmeier

Norma Dannan
friend of Betty Runge

Jane Heintz
Dick Couser

JD Parr
cousin of Kim Stieler

Teresa & Kim Krebs
and family

Michael Neal
Ethyleen Sampson

Gary Kluever

Patricia Barrance
mother of Vanessa
Borwick

John Snyder

Family of John and
Tanya Sorem

Jami Tharp
Fred Samuelson
Larry Christian
Jaylee Bartleson

Jeff Sebring
son-in-law of Ernie and
Marlene Ruhde

Norma Gandrup

Sheila Collingwood
mother of Lyndsey
De Vos

Judy Coverdale
James Stephens
George Forsyth
Janeen Driscoll
Lynn Harris
Julie Sutherland
Cassie Harrell
Jan Cook

John Snitko
son-in-law of Bob and
Liz Meimann

Carsrud family following
death of De’s brother,
Dave Olinger



Announcements

Poinsettias and Christmas De-decorating Today

As the season of Christmas draws to a close and we welcome the season of Epiphany we
would like to remind you that if you ordered and paid for a poinsettia(s), you may take yours
home following worship today. Also following worship, we will be de-decorating the
sanctuary, so if you're able to stay and help out at all that would be greatly appreciated!

Sunday School Resumes Today!

All ages are welcome to gather in the Fellowship Hall directly following worship for a brief
time of learning together before dispersing to our classrooms.

Wednesday-night Intergenerational Faith Time Resumes January 26th

Our evening intergenerational Faith Time will be back in action Wednesday, January 26th. All
are welcome to join us in this time of fun and fellowship.

Memorial Handbell Choir Looking for New Members

Memorial Handbells is in search of ringers for several positions, both temporary and
permanent. Experience is helpful but not necessary (the best qualification is a happy heart!)
Handbells meet Wednesdays from 6:00—7:15pm. Please contact Lois Theesfield, Director of
Music Ministry (loistfield@gmail.com) for more information.

2022 Offering Envelopes

Offering envelopes for 2022 are available for pickup in the Narthex. If you normally receive
annual offering envelopes in the mail and have not received them yet, please contact Emily
Dalthorp at 515-382-6509 or emily@mlcnevada.org.

Online Giving with Tithe.ly

Thank you for joining us for worship today! If you would like to EE-:.;E
support our ministries, online gifts can be made using http://tithe.ly/ ]

give or by scanning the QR code. Thank you!
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