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*An asterisk denotes that the congregation is invited to stand 

 

Prelude 
Dave Blumer, organist 
 

Welcome 
 

*Gathering Hymn: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” ELW #310 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kyrie  
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*Prayer of the Day 

Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the nations to the brightness 
of your rising. Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all the world through him 
who is the true light and the bright morning star, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Lector: Larry Parker 

 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
  
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
 
 1 Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 
 2 that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 
 4 Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 



 
 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 
 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 
 7 In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 
 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 
 
 11 May all kings bow down before him, 
  and all the nations do him service. 
 
 12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
 
 13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives of the needy. 
 
 14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight. 
 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12 
Lector: Larry Parker 
 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for 
you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now 
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have 
become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this 
grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 
9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might 
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in 
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to You, O Lord 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 



 

Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Brightest and Best of the Stars” ELW #303 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
you offer at this table 
and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meal 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be Thy name,  
     Thy kingdom come,  
     Thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
Invitation to Commune 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
come, see what God makes known for you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Hymn: “What Child is This” ELW #296 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer After Communion 
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 
Blessing 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
 

*Sending Hymn:  “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” ELW #314 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
Dave Blumer, organist 

 



Prayers for Healing 

If you have a prayer request, please email pastorkathleen@mlcnevada,org or  
emily@mlcnevada.org, or call the church office at 515-382-6509. 

 

Kathy Larsen and family following the death of her father +Irven Boozell  

Patricia Barrance 
mother of Vanessa  

Borwick 

John Snyder 

Family of John and  
Tanya Sorem 

Jami Tharp 

Fred Samuelson 

Larry Christian 

Jaylee Bartleson 

Jeff Sebring  
son-in-law of Ernie and  

Marlene Ruhde 

Norma Gandrup 

Sheila Collingwood  
mother of Lyndsey  

De Vos 

Chuck Ray 

Justin Brandner  
step-grandson of Wayne 

and Helen Johnson  

Katie Brockmeier 
granddaughter-in-law of 

Ruth Brockmeier 

Norma Dannan  
friend of Betty Runge 

Jane Heintz 

Dick Couser 

JD Parr 
cousin of Kim Stieler 

Teresa & Kim Krebs  
and family 

Michael Neal 

Ethyleen Sampson 

Gary Kluever 

 

Judy Coverdale 

James Stephens 

George Forsyth 

Janeen Driscoll 

Lynn Harris 

Julie Sutherland 

Cassie Harrell 

Jan Cook 

John Snitko 
son-in-law of Bob and  

Liz Meimann 

Carsrud family following 
death of De’s brother, 

Dave Olinger 



Announcements 
 

Poinsettias and Christmas De-decorating Today 

As the season of Christmas draws to a close and we welcome the season of Epiphany we 
would like to remind you that if you ordered and paid for a poinsettia(s), you may take yours 
home following worship today. Also following worship, we will be de-decorating the 
sanctuary, so if you're able to stay and help out at all that would be greatly appreciated!  

 

Sunday School Resumes Today! 

All ages are welcome to gather in the Fellowship Hall directly following worship for a brief 
time of learning together before dispersing to our classrooms. 

 

Wednesday-night Intergenerational Faith Time Resumes January 26th 

Our evening intergenerational Faith Time will be back in action Wednesday, January 26th. All 
are welcome to join us in this time of fun and fellowship. 

 

Memorial Handbell Choir Looking for New Members 

Memorial Handbells is in search of ringers for several positions, both temporary and 
permanent. Experience is helpful but not necessary (the best qualification is a happy heart!)
Handbells meet Wednesdays from 6:00—7:15pm. Please contact Lois Theesfield, Director of 
Music Ministry (loistfield@gmail.com) for more information. 

 

2022 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2022 are available for pickup in the Narthex. If you normally receive 
annual offering envelopes in the mail and have not received them yet, please contact Emily 
Dalthorp at 515-382-6509 or emily@mlcnevada.org.  
 

 

Online Giving with Tithe.ly 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! If you would like to 
support our ministries, online gifts can be made using http://tithe.ly/
give or by scanning the QR code. Thank you! 
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