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*An asterisk denotes that the congregation is invited to stand 

 

Prelude:  “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” arr. John Behnke 
Lois Theesfield, organist 

Acolytes: Rachel & Lars Borwick 
 

Welcome 
 

*Warm the Time of Winter Gathering and Penitential Rite 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lighting of Advent Candle 
All sing first verse of “People Look East” ELW #248 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Lector: Josh Lotz 
 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 25:1-10 
Soloist chants odd verses; congregation chants even verses 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1To | you, O L , 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O L , 
  and teach | me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6Remember, O L , your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting.  
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your  
       good- | ness, O L . 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O L ; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
 10All your paths, O L , are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.  
 

 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Lector: Josh Lotz 
 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face 
and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And 
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

 

 

 

 



*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Gospel Reading: Luke 21:25-36 
 

The Gospel according to Luke 
Glory to You, O Lord 
 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint 
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 
glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like 
a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, 
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 



Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” ACS #1078 
Memorial Choir sings verses; all sing refrains 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



*Apostles Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead.* 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
Prayers of Intercession 
 

*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 
Music Voluntary: “We Are Waiting for Jesus” arr. John Helgen 
Memorial Choir 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



*The Meal 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be Thy name,  
     Thy kingdom come,  
     Thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

Invitation to the Table 
 

Communion Song: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW #254 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
 

*Blessing 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 
 



*Sending Hymn:  “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” ELW #436 (stanzas 1 & 2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude: “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” arr. David Cherwien 

Lois Theesfield, organist 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for Healing 

If you have a prayer request, please email pastorkathleen@mlcnevada,org or  
emily@mlcnevada.org, or call the church office at 515-382-6509. 

Family of John and  
Tanya Sorem 

Jami Tharp 

Fred Samuelson 

Larry Christian 

Jaylee Bartleson 

Jeff Sebring  
son-in-law of Ernie and  

Marlene Ruhde 

Norma Gandrup 

Sheila Collingwood  
mother of Lyndsey  

De Vos 

Dick Couser 

JD Parr 
cousin of Kim Stieler 

Teresa & Kim Krebs  
and family 

Michael Neal 

Ethyleen Sampson 

Gary Kluever 

Judy Coverdale 

Patricia Barrance 
mother of Vanessa  

Borwick 

John Snyder 

 

James Stephens 

George Forsyth 

Janeen Driscoll 

Lynn Harris 

Julie Sutherland 

Cassie Harrell 

Jan Cook 

John Snitko 
son-in-law of Bob and  

Liz Meimann 

Carsrud family following 
death of De’s brother, 

Dave Olinger 



Announcements 

 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation December 12th 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held Sunday, December 12th during our 
regular 9:00 AM worship. This will be a great opportunity to learn more about Memorial's 
ministries, review the 2022 Spending Plan, and vote on important amendments to our 
Constitution.  

 

 

Kids Christmas Program December 12th 

Memorial's kids will be presenting their Christmas program during worship on Sunday, 
December 12th, where we will hear the story of Jesus’ birth through narration and song. 

 

Christmas Vespers Premieres Online December 19th at 7:00 PM 

Join us on our YouTube channel for our annual Christmas Vespers concert. From choir and 
bells, to soloists and special instrumentalists, you won’t want to miss this beautiful evening of 
Christmas music! 

 

First Communion Workshop and Celebration 

We will be holding a First Communion Workshop from 9:30—11:30 AM Saturday, December 
4th at Memorial. A celebration of First Communion will then be held Sunday, December 5th 
during the 9:00 AM worship service. If you have any questions, please email Pr. Kathleen at 
pastorkathleen@mlcnevada.org.  

 

Tithe.ly Clarification 

Thank you to everyone who has already made the switch over to Tithe.ly, our new online 
giving platform. Please note that this switch applies to all members who have been using 
automatic giving. In other words, if you have been using automatic giving, you will need 
to switch to Tithe.ly for that giving to continue. Please visit mlcnevada.org or tithe.ly/give 
to start giving with Tithe.ly. If you need help, please call the church office or stop by during 
office hours. 

 

 

 



Join in a “Snowtastic Day” this December! 

ISU Extension and Outreach will be hosting a “Snowtastic Day” December 28th from 8:00 
AM—3:00 PM here at Memorial. This indoor event will explore programming robots to move 
snow, using Legos to create snowblades, learning about snow, and much more! Fees are 
$25 per participant; $15 per 4-H/Clover Kid Member; $15 per additional sibling. To register, 
please contact Mary Wilkins at 515-337-1601 or mwilkins@iastate.edu. 
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