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Prelude:  “This Is My Father's World” arr. Michael Burkhardt  
Dave Blumer, organ 
 
Song Leaders: Sarah and Lily Miller 
Acolytes: Seyller Family 

 

Welcome/Greeting 

 

Gathering Song:  “We are Marching in the Light” ELW #866 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 



God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
  
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

You calm and quiet us, eternal God, as a mother holds her children close; all people have 
refuge in the shadow of your wings. On this weekend when we remember as a nation the 
tragedy of the attacks that shook us now twenty years ago, Spread over us the shelter of 
your care and your peace. Hold before us the wisdom of your cross, where we are drawn to 
you not by might or power, but by your boundless love and forgiveness in Jesus. God, 
through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross 
you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of 
evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Back to School Blessing 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Lector: Judi Twedt 
4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 



  7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 
 

Special Music: “We Are God’s Delight” arr. Mark Hayes 
Sarah and Lily Miller, vocal duet 
 

Second Reading: James 3:1-12 
Lector: Judi Twedt 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we 
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone 
who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a 
bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole 
bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, 
yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the 
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is 
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the 
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile 
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can 
tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth 
come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring 
pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my 
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.  
 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  “Spirit, Open Our Hearts” 
 
Spirit, open our hearts to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may we love, in receiving and in giving. 
Spirit, open our hearts. 

 

Gospel Reading: Mark 8:27-38 
 

The Gospel according to Mark 
Glory to You, O Lord 
 



27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the 
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered 
them not to tell anyone about him. 
 
  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 
of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day: “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”  
 
1. He's got the whole world in his hands.  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  

2. He's got the wind and the rain in his hands...  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  

3. He's got the little tiny baby in his hands. . . .  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  

4. He's got you and me, brother, in his hands. . . .  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  

5. He's got you and me, sister, in his hands. . . .  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  

6. He's got everybody here in his hands. . . .  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  

 



Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace / Offering Our Thanks 

 
The Meal 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be Thy name,  
     Thy kingdom come,  
     Thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  



          who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Invitation to Commune 
 
Prayer after Communion  

Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
Blessing 
People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, + one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
Sending Song:  “This Little Light of Mine” ELW #677 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude: “Hymn to Joy” arr. Albert L. Travis  
Dave Blumer, organ 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

 

 
TODAY: Intergenerational Faith Formation Kickoff 

Kids and adults of ALL ages are invited to learn and grow in their faith through lessons and 
activities offered both Sundays following worship and Wednesday evenings this Fall, 
beginning today (Sunday, September 12). A full schedule is available in the Narthex. 

 

 
Join Memorial’s Music Ministry 

The Memorial Choir and Memorial Handbells are looking for singers and ringers! Handbells 
meet Wednesdays from 6:00—7:15pm, followed by choir from 7:30—8:45pm. Rehearsals 
begin September 1. Please contact Lois Theesfield, Director of Music Ministry 
(loistfield@gmail.com) for more information. 

 

Men at Prayer 

Join us to read scripture and pray. This group meets here at Memorial Saturday mornings in 
the Lounge from 7:30—8:30am. Contact the office with any questions. No RSVP required. 
Hope to see you there! 

 

Home Communion Ministry 

Memorial’s Home Communion Ministry is preparing to share Communion with those who are 
homebound or living in care facilities. If you are interested in taking Christ’s gift of 
Communion to people in our community, or if you know of anyone who would like to receive 
Communion in their home, please call or e-mail Pr. Kathleen at 
PastorKathleen@mlcnevada.org. Thank you!  

 

A Reminder Regarding Offering 

It’s been some time since we’ve all been regularly worshiping in person together, so here’s a 
quick reminder of how our loose offering is distributed each month: 

First Sunday: World Hunger 
Second Sunday: Good Samaritan Fund 
Third Sunday: Dorcas Fund 
Fourth/Fifth Sunday(s): MLC General Fund 

 



Prayers for Healing 

If you have a prayer request, please email pastorkathleen@mlcnevada,org or  
emily@mlcnevada.org, or call the church office at 515-382-6509. 

Larry Christian 

Jaylee Bartleson 

Jeff Sebring  
son-in-law of Ernie and  

Marlene Ruhde 

Norma Gandrup 

Glenda Day 

Sheila Collingwood  
mother of Lyndsey  

De Vos 

James Stephens 

George Forsyth 

 

Judy Coverdale 

Lisa & Chuck Rodgers  
and family 

Patricia Barrance 
mother of Vanessa  

Borwick 

Carsrud family following 
death of De’s brother, 

Dave Olinger 

Family of John and  
Tanya Sorem 

Jami Tharp 

Fred Samuelson 

 

 

 

Janeen Driscoll 

Lynn Harris 

Julie Sutherland 

Cassie Harrell 

Jan Cook 

John Snitko 
son-in-law of Bob and  

Liz Meimann 

Ken Johnson 

Jim Pappas 
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