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Prelude: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” arr. Cathy Moklebust
Emily Dalthorp, bell solo

Song Leader: Steve Lekwa
Gathering Song: “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” ELW #527

Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now
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Text: attr. Wilhelm II, 1598-1662; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: HERR JESU CHRIST, DICH ZU UNS WEND, Cantionale Germanicum, Gochsheim, 1628



Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
Lector: Jeff Seyller

'So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that | am teaching you to observe,
so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is
giving you. “You must neither add anything to what | command you nor take away anything
from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which | am charging you.

®You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the
peoples, who, when the¥ hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise
and discerning people!” "For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our
God is whenever we call to him? ®And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances
asJust as this entire law that | am setting before you today?

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your

eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them
known to your children and your children’s children.

Psalm 15

All sing Refrains; Song Leader speaks verses

Psalm 15 Refrain
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'Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

“Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;

“they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

REFRAIN

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.

°They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

REFRAIN



Second Reading: James 1:17-27
Lector: Jeff Seyller

""Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. "In fulfilment of
his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of
first fruits of his creatures.

"“You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak,
slow to anger; “’for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. *'Therefore rid
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness
the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.

*’But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. “*For if any
are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a
mirror; “*for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were
like. “°But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not
hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.

“°If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,
their religion is worthless. “’Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the
world.

Gospel Acclamation: “Spirit, Open Our Hearts”

Spirit, open our hearts to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may we love, in receiving and in giving.
Spirit, open our hearts.

Gospel Reading: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The Gospel according to Mark
Glory to You, O Lord

'Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered
around [Jesus], “they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that
is, without washing them. *(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they
thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; “and they do not eat
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that
they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) °So the Pharisees and the
scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but
eat with defiled hands?” °He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as
it is written,
‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
’in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
®You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
"“Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and
understand: ’there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that



come out are what defile.”

2'For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft,
murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly.
ZAll these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Song of Reflection: “Give Me That OI’ Time Religion”

Steve Lekwa, guitar

Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.”
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace / Offering Our Thanks

The Meal

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Commune

Prayer after Communion

Lord of life,

in the gift of your body and blood

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,

bearing witness to the abundance of your love

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

The blessing of God,

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
+ be upon you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Song: “Oh That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” ELW #772

Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
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1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his stat-utes still!
2 Or - der my foot-steps by your word and make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sist my soul, too apt to stray, a strict-er watch to  keep;
4 Make me to walk in  your com-mands,’tis a de-light-ful road;
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do his  will!
let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, but keep my con-science clear.
and should I e’er for - get your way, re - store your wan-d’ring sheep.
nor let my head or heart or hands of - fend a- gainst my God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: EVAN, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

Dismissal

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: "Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” arr. Robert Hobby
Lois Theesfield, organist




Announcements

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Next Sunday, Sept. 5—Activities Announced

“God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday is a special day of service where congregations across
 the ELCA find creative ways to serve in their church and communities. We encourage you
to take a look at the list of activities posted in the Narthex and to sign up if you see
something that interests you. You are also welcome to simply show up next Sunday and
§ choose an activity:

Clean and set up MLC Sunday School rooms for Sept. 12 kickoff

Wash MLC windows

Create cards for nursing home residents and healthcare workers

Sort and hang clothes at Harmony Clothing Closet

Intergenerational Faith Formation (Sunday School) Kickoff Sept. 12

Kids and adults of ALL ages are invited to learn and grow in their faith through lessons and
activities offered both Sundays following worship and Wednesday evenings this Fall,
beginning Sunday, September 12. A full schedule is available in the Narthex and more
information will be emailed and shared in the coming weeks.

Join Memorial’s Music Ministry

The Memorial Choir and Memorial Handbells are looking for singers and ringers! Handbells
meet Wednesdays from 6:00—7:15pm, followed by choir from 7:30—8:45pm. Rehearsals
begin September 1. Please contact Lois Theesfield, Director of Music Ministry
(loistfield@gmail.com) for more information.

Men at Prayer

Join us to read scripture and pray. This group meets here at Memorial Saturday mornings
in the Lounge from 7:30—8:30am. Contact the office with any questions. No RSVP
required. Hope to see you there!

Home Communion Ministry

Memorial's Home Communion Ministry is preparing to share Communion with those who
are homebound or living in care facilities. If you are interested in taking Christ's gift of
Communion to people in our community, or if you know of anyone who would like to receive
Communion in their home, please <call or e-mail Pr. Kathleen at
PastorKathleen@mlcnevada.org. Thank you!




A Reminder Regarding Offering

I's been some time since we’ve all been regularly worshiping in person together, so here’s a
quick reminder of how our loose offering is distributed each month:

First Sunday: World Hunger

Second Sunday: Good Samaritan Fund
Third Sunday: Dorcas Fund

Fourth/Fifth Sunday(s): MLC General Fund

Memorial’s Ministry Teams Need You!

Through our newly reinstated Ministry Teams, there are a variety of ways
to become involved with the life of the church. We ask that you prayerfully
consider joining one of the following teams:

« Education/Faith Formation « Remembrance . Outreach & Fellowship . Audit
« Stewardship « Property « Worship « Finance



Prayers for Healing

If you have a prayer request, please email pastorkathleen@milcnevada,org or
emily@mlcnevada.org, or call the church office at 515-382-6509.

Judy Coverdale Larry Christian Janeen Driscoll
Lisa & Chuck Rodgers Jaylee Bartleson Lynn Harris
and family Jeff Sebring Julie Sutherland
Patricia Barrance son-in-law of Ernie and Cassie Harrell
mother of Vanessa Marlene Ruhde
; Jan Cook
Borwick Norma Gandrup
- : John Snitko
Carsrud faml’ly following Glenda Day Iy  Bob and
death of De’s brother, _ _ Son-in-law oF 5ob an
Dave Olinger Sheila Collingwood Liz Meimann
_ mother of Lyndsey
Family of John and De Vos Ken Johnson
Tanya Sorem Jim Pappas

_ James Stephens
Jami Tharp
George Forsyth
Fred Samuelson
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