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Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
In your Son, Emmanuel,

you have shown us your light

and saved us from the power of sin.

Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath.
Increase our longing for your presence,

that at the celebration of your Son’s hirth

his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst,

for he is our light and our salvation.

Blessed be God forever.

Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure

and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin.

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We
have not welcomed the stranger;

we have not loved our neighbor;

we have not been Christ to one another.

Restore us, O God.

Wake us up and turn us from our sin.

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace

your sins are forgiven, and you are free—

free from all that holds you back

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.

May you be strengthened in God's love, +comforted by
Christ's peace,

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Messenger

¢ December 20, 2020
First Lesson 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

INow when the king was settled in his house, and

the LoRD had given him rest from all his enemies around
him, “the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, | am
living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a
tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in
mind; for the LORD is with you.”

“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Na-
than: °Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are
you the one to build me a house to live in? &I have not lived in
a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from
Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about in a tent and
a tabernacle. "Wherever | have moved about among all the
people of Israel, did | ever speak a word with any of the tribal
leaders of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of ce-
dar?” SNow therefore thus you shall say to my servant David:
Thus says the LORD of hosts: | took you from the pasture,
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Isra-
el; “and | have been with you wherever you went, and have
cut off all your enemies from before you; and | will make for
you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth. 1°And | will appoint a place for my people Israel and will
plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more,
as formerly, 1from the time that | appointed judges over my
people Israel; and | will give you rest from all your enemies.
Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make
you a house. 1Your house and your kingdom shall be made
sure forever before me; your throne shall be established for-
ever.

Psalm Mary’'s Song
Second Reading Romans 16:25-27

2Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my
gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ag-

es but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings

is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the com-
mand of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience
of faith—=2"to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

Gospel Luke 1:26-38

%8In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 2to a virgin en-
gaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 2And he came to
her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 3°The an-
gel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. 3*And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Je-
sus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no

end.” 3*Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since |
am a virgin?” 3°The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. ¢And now, your rela-
tive Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. 3’For nothing will be impossible with

God.” 3Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the
angel departed from her.

Sermon



Blessing FAITH AND LIFE TOGETHER

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Lord’s Prayer

the long-expected Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, +now and forever.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Be Part of Online Fellowship After Worship Each Sunday.
We will use Zoom as a way to connect with each other after
worship. The same link will be used each week:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83367838198 For those interested
in the Book of Faith adult study, a break out room will be creat-
ed after a little time of fellowship.

Christmas Vespers Online Service on December 20 at 7:00
pm. Save the date for the YouTube premiere of the Christmas
Vespers service. Share this information with your friends and
family to tune in for this annual musical gift with this link:
https://bit.ly/2zjwz 7F

Christmas Eve Worship and Fellowship.

A Christmas Eve service of lessons and carols will premiere at
5:00 pm on Thursday, December 24, on Memorial's YouTube
channel: https:/bit.ly/2zjwz7F

The service will conclude with the traditional singing of Silent
Night and lighting candles. You are invited to do your own can-
dle lighting at home. Following worship you can join a Zoom
fellowship and share a Christmas greeting with others.
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/81555406753

2020 Year-End Giving

Your year-end and Christmas offerings help to support the mis-
sion and ministry of Memorial and keep us financially sound
into the new year. In compliance with IRS rules, the deadline
for giving in 2020 is 9:00 am on Thursday, December 31 to
allow for a final deposit. All offerings received after the deadline
will be credited to 2021 giving. Thank you for your faithful gen-
erosity.

| For Those Hospitalized |

.Edith Bloomquist, Rolling Green Skilled Care
Gary Kluever, Mary Greeley Medical Center

| Prayers for Healing |

Shellie Black, Harlen Johnsen, Jim Pappas, Karen
Anderson, Alimeda Warner, Janeen Driscoll, Darren
Kluever, Jaylee Bartleson, Larry Christian, Julie Suth-
erland, Sheila Collingwood Lyndsey De Vos' mother,
Lynn Harris, George Forsyth, Cassie Harrell, Jeff
Sebring son-in-law of Ernie and Marlene Ruhde,
Norma Gandrup, Linda Horn, Tom Nervig, Glenda
Day, Ginny Hausner, Ken Johnson, Camden Kelsey,
Cooper Leeman, Jan Cook, Margie Nahnsen




