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Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way 
for the kingdom of heaven is near. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, 
that we may be a light shining in the darkness 
welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 
Amen. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, 
whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 
 

Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We 
have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 

People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, +comforted by 
Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

Prayer of the Day 
 
First Lesson Isaiah 40:1-11 
1Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
 

 3A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 

 6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the 
field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 

 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Psalm  85 
 

Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord 
one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years 
are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his prom-
ise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, 
not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repent-
ance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and 
the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth 
and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this 
way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading 
lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and has-
tening the coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the 
elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his 
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 
where righteousness is at home. 
 

  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these 
things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot 
or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation. 
 

Gospel Mark 1:1-8 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaim-
ing a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside 
and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,  
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Prayers for Healing 

FAITH AND LIFE TOGETHER 

and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living  

and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  

glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic  

church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness  

of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, +now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Be Part of Online Fellowship After Worship Each Sunday. 
We will use Zoom as a way to connect with each other after 
worship. The same link will be used each week: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83367838198 For those interested 
in the Book of Faith adult study, a break out room will be creat-
ed after a little time of fellowship. 
 
Advent Devotions with Holy Communion 
Pastor Duane will offer small gatherings during the weeks of 
Advent for devotions and Holy Communion. A schedule is be-
ing developed that will include both daytime and evening open-
ings. You can call for a reservation at 382-6509, or use the 
Sign Up Genius: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094ca8ac2ea20-advent 
 

For Those Hospitalized 

Thank You for Voting. Thank you to those who com-
pleted ballots for the Council election. The response 
for this first-ever voting by mail was tremendous. The 
Council welcomes Jeanie Gibson and Carol Golden. 
 
The National Lutheran Choir Christmas Festival 
comes to audiences FREE in a virtual, multi-media 
format on December 11.  The Incarnation: For the 
Healing of the World brings music from around the 
globe announcing the birth of Christ with messages of 
peace and joy that nothing – not even a pandemic – 
can take away. Friday, December 11, 2020 – 8pm 
(CST) @ NLCA.com  
 
Christmas Vespers Online Service on December 20 
at 7:00 pm. Save the date for the YouTube premiere 
of the Christmas Vespers service. Share this infor-
mation with your friends and family to tune in for this 
annual musical gift.  


