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Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all
of creation.

Amen.

nday
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.

We turn from your loving embrace

and go our own ways.

We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.

We place our own needs before those of
our neighbors.

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.

Make us humble, cast away our
transgressions,

and turn us again to life in you

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,

Christ has made us his own.

Hear the truth that God proclaims:

Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus
Christ.

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and
newness

to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Messenger
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First Lesson Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32

'The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean
by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel,
“The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge”? °As | live, says the Lord Gob,
th|s proverb shall no more be used by you in Isra-

el. “Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as
well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person
who sins that shall die.

“Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear
now, O house of Israel Is my way unfair? Is it not your
ways that are unfair? **When the righteous turn away
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall
die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they
shall die. “’Again, when the wicked turn away from the
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful
and right, they shall save their life. “’Because they con-
sidered and turned away from all the transgressions
that they had comm|tted they shall surely live; they
shall not die. “’Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of
the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways un-
fa|r’7 Is it not your ways that are unfair?

**Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of
you according to your ways, says the Lord Gobp. Repent
and turn from all E/our transgressions; otherwise iniquity
will be your ruin. “'Cast away from you all the transgres-
sions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you
die, O house of Israel? **For | have no pleasure in the
death of anyone, says the Lord Gob. Turn, then, and
live.

Psalm 25: 1-9

'To you, O LoRob, | lift up my soul.
’My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to
shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
®Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacher-
ous.
“Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
°Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvatlon in you have |
trusted all the day long.

®Remember, O LORD, your compassion and
love,
for they are from everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and my
transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
®You are gracious and uprlght O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
°You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

Second Lesson Philippians 2:1-13
'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any
consolation from love, any shanng in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, “make my joy com-
plete: be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility re-
gard others as better than yourselves. “Let each of
you look not tosyour own interests, but to the inter-
ests of others. "Let the same mind be in you that
was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
®he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

*Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,

%0 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
""and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

“Therefore, my beloved, just as you have al-
ways obeyed me, not only in my presence, but
much more now in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling; "*for it is God
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and
to work for his good pleasure.
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Gospel Matthew 21: 23-32

“When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests
and the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authori-

ty?” *Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one
question; if you tell me the answer, then | will also
tell you by what authority | do these things. ’Did
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of
human origin?” And they argued with one another,
“If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ “°But if we say, ‘Of
human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all
regard John as a prophet.” ’So they answered Je-
sus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing
these things.

**What do you think? A man had two sons; he
went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.’ “’He answered, ‘I will not’; but later
he changed his mind and went. **The father went to
the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘|
go, sir’; but he did not go. *'Which of the two did the
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said
to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead
of you. **For John came to you in the way of right-
eousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and
even after you saw it, you did not change your
minds and believe him.”

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Lord’s Prayer

Blessing
Mothering God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.

Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Be Part of Online Fellowship After Worship Each
Sunday. We will use Zoom as a way to connect with
each other after worship. The same link will be used
each week: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83367838198
For those interested in the Book of Faith adult study, a
break out room will be created after a little time of fel-
lowship.

Cast a Nominating Ballot Next Weekend. All voting
members are invited to submit a name as a nomina-
tion for the Church Council using the north entrance of
the church October 3 and 4 with a drop box. Council
members will visit each nominee as he or she enters a
time of personal prayer to determine a sense of call to
serve. Election will take place on November 22.Jeanie
Ferneau, Sandy Sayer and Zack Spykerman have
terms ending this year. They would need to be nomi-
nated to consider serving another term.

FAITH AND LIFE TOGETHER

| For Those in Hospice |
Mary Moore, home hospice care

| Prayers for Healing |

Karen Anderson, Aimeda Warner, Janeen Driscoll,
Darren Kluever, Jaylee Bartleson, Gary Kluever,
Larry Christian, Julie Sutherland, Kathy Lynn John-
son. Sheila Collingwood Lyndsey De Vos' mother, Lynn
Harris, George Forsyth, Mary Pappas, Jim Pappas,
Cassie Harrell, Nancy Skaar, Jeff Sebring son-in-law
of Ernie and Marlene Ruhde, Norma Gandrup, Linda
Horn, Tom Nervig, Glenda Day, Ginny Hausner, Ken
Johnson, Camden Kelsey, Cooper Leeman, Jan
Cook, Margie Nahnsen

| Prayer for the Week |

Dear God, teach us to know your ways and to do
them with humility and compassion for all that you
have created through Christ our Lord. Amen.



