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Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all
of creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.

We turn from your loving embrace

and go our own ways.

We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.

We place our own needs before those of
our neighbors.

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.

Make us humble, cast away our
transgressions,

and turn us again to life in you

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,

Christ has made us his own.

Hear the truth that God proclaims:

Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus
Christ.

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and
newness

to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Messenger

¢ September 20, 2020

First Lesson Jonah 3:10=4:11

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned
from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that
he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

41But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became an-
gry. ?He prayed to the LorD and said, “O LorbD! Is not this what |
said while | was still in my own country? That is why | fled to Tar-
shish at the beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready
to relent from punishing. *And now, O LORD, please take my life
from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” “And
the LoRD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out
of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for him-
self there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would
become of the city.

6The LorD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over
Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort;
so Jonah was very happy about the bush. ’But when dawn came up
the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that
it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind,
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint
and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than
to live.”

9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the
bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 1°Then
the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a
night and perished in a night. 1*And should | not be concerned about
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and
twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from
their left, and also many animals?”

Psalm 145:1-8

1] will exalt you, my God and king,

and bless your name forever and ever.

2Every day | will I bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

3Great is the LorRD and greatly to be praised!
There is no end to your greatness.

“One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.

5| will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty

and all your marvelous works.
They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
and | will recount your greatness.
They shall publish the remembrance of your great good-
ness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.
8The LoRrb is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Second Lesson Philippians 1:21-30
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If | am to live in
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and | do not know
which | prefer. 23l am hard pressed between the two: my de-
sire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 2*but
to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 5Since | am
convinced of this, | know that I will remain and continue with
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that | may
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when |
come to you again.

210nly, live your life in @ manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ, so that, whether | come and see you or am absent and
hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel, 26and are in no way intimidated by your opponents.
For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your sal-
vation. And this is God's doing. °For he has graciously grant-
ed you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suf-
fering for him as well—%since you are having the same strug-
gle that you saw | had and now hear that | still have.

Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

[[Jesus said to the disciples:] *The kingdom of heaven is like
a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labor-
ers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. *When he
went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace; “and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vine-
yard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they

went. "When he went out again about noon and about three
o'clock, he did the same. 5And about five o’clock he went out
and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why
are you standing here idle all day? "They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go
into the vineyard.’ ®When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the

first.” “When those hired about five o’clock came, each of

—



them received the usual daily wage. *°Now when the first
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them
also received the usual daily wage. *And when they received
it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.’ 3But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you
no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily

wage? “Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to
this last the same as | give to you. >Am | not allowed to do
what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because | am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first
will be last.”

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Lord’s Prayer

Blessing

Mothering God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Be Part of Online Fellowship After Worship Each Sunday.
We will use Zoom as a way to connect with each other after
worship. The same link will be used each week:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83367838198 For those interested
in the Book of Faith adult study, a break out room will be creat-
ed after a little time of fellowship.

Time of Prayer Before Ecclesiastical Ballot. You are invited
into a time of prayer as you consider a name to place on the
nominating ballot. Balloting will be done the first weekend of
October. This is the time to place a name of a voting member
you think would make a good Council member for a three-year
term. Currently, Jeanie Ferneau, Sandy Sayer and Zack Spyk-
erman have expiring terms and one vacant seat is also availa-
ble for election. To be considered for another term, Jeanie,
Sandy and Zack would need to be nominated on this ballot.
Ballots will be made available at the north entrance of the
church October 3 and 4 with a drop box. Council members will
visit each nominee as he or she enters a time of personal pray-
er to determine a sense of call to serve. Election will take place
on November 22.

FAITH AND LIFE TOGETHER

For Those in Hospice |

Mary Moore, home hospice care

| Prayers for Healing |

Karen Anderson, Almeda Warner, Janeen Driscoll,
Darren Kluever, Jaylee Bartleson, Gary Kluever,
Larry Christian, Julie Sutherland, Kathy Lynn John-
son. Sheila Collingwood Lyndsey De Vos' mother, Lynn
Harris, George Forsyth, Mary Pappas, Jim Pappas,
Cassie Harrell, Nancy Skaar, Jeff Sebring son-in-law
of Ernie and Marlene Ruhde, Norma Gandrup, Linda
Horn, Tom Nervig, Glenda Day, Ginny Hausner, Ken
Johnson, Camden Kelsey, Cooper Leeman, Jan
Cook, Margie Nahnsen

For Those Who Mourn |

+Doris Andresen died Sunday, September 13, at
Windsor Manor in Nevada. A funeral service was held
at Memorial on Thursday, September 17. We extend
Christian sympathy to her children, Lisa and Marc,
and all the family.



