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Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all
of creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.

We turn from your loving embrace

and go our own ways.

We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.

We place our own needs before those of
our neighbors.

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.

Make us humble, cast away our
transgressions,

and turn us again to life in you

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,

Christ has made us his own.

Hear the truth that God proclaims:

Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus
Christ.

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and
newness

to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Messenger
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First Lesson Genesis 50:15-21

>Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said,
“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us
back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, 17'Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime
of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. *6Then
his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We
are here as your slaves.” 1*But Joseph said to them, “Do not
be afraid! Am | in the place of God? 2°Even though you in-
tended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 2!So have
no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Psalm 130

1Bless the LorD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God'’s holy name.
“Bless the LorD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
Swho forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
“who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
Swho satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
60 LOoRD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
"You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
%you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
11For as the heavens are high above the earth,
S0 great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.

12As far as the east is from the west,

so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13As a father has compassion for his children,

S0 you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.

Second Lesson Romans 14:1-12
'Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the
purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegeta-
bles. *Those who eat must not despise those who ab-
stain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on
those who eat; for God has welcomed them. “Who are
you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is be-
fore their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will
be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
5Some judge one day to be better than another, while
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully con-
vinced in their own minds. 5Those who observe the day,
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat
in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God;
while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord
and give thanks to God.

"We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to
ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died
and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the
dead and the living.

10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sis-
ter? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12S0 then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

[“Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another
member of the church sins against me, how often should
| forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to
him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven
times.



23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. 2When he began the reckoning, one who owed
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 2>and, as
he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, togeth-
er with his wife and children and all his possessions, and
payment to be made. %6So the slave fell on his knees
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay
you everything.’ 2’And out of pity for him, the lord of that
slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him
by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 2Then his
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have pa-
tience with me, and | will pay you.’ 3°But he refused; then
he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the
debt. 3When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported
to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord sum-
moned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! | forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should
you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had
mercy on you?' 3*And in anger his lord handed him over
to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. *>So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Lord’s Prayer

Blessing
Mothering God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.

Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Be Part of Online Fellowship After Worship Each
Sunday. We will use Zoom as a way to connect with
each other after worship. The same link will be used
each week: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83367838198

Book of Faith Begins Sunday, September 13
Online. The adult study of the gospel lesson for the
week ahead begins on Sunday, September 13.
Kathy Lynn Johnson will moderate the study and
discussion over Zoom each week. The Zoom room
will open at 9:30 am and the study discussion begins
at 9:45 am and ends in time for the YouTube worship
premiere. If you are attending in-person worship, you
can bring your device and use a room at Memorial to
log onto Zoom. The Zoom link will be available on
Facebook and e-news prior to September 13.

Sunday School Begins At-Home. Sunday School
materials have been delivered for families to use in
an at-home Sunday School. In addition to the print
materials and ideas, families are able to link to a
video clip to connect the Bible story to our everyday
lives.

FAITH AND LIFE TOGETHER

| For Those in Hospice |

Mary Moore, home hospice care
Doris Andresen, Windsor Manor hospice

| Prayers for Healing

Karen Anderson, Aimeda Warner, Janeen Driscoll,
Darren Kluever, Jaylee Bartleson, Doris Andresen.
Gary Kluever, Larry Christian, Julie Sutherland,
Kathy Lynn Johnson. Sheila Collingwood Lyndsey De
Vos' mother, Lynn Harris, George Forsyth, Mary Pap-
pas, Jim Pappas, Cassie Harrell, Nancy Skaar, Jeff
Sebring son-in-law of Ermie and Marlene Ruhde,
Norma Gandrup, Linda Horn, Tom Nervig, Glenda
Day, Ginny Hausner, Ken Johnson, Camden Kelsey,
Cooper Leeman, Jan Cook, Margie Nahnsen



