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Sixth Sunday of Easter
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Memorial Lutheran Church | Nevada, lowa

Prelude: JOY from Partita on “Jesus Loves Me” - John Behnke
Lois Theesfield, organ

Welcome

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.

Now the Feast
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Prayer of the Day

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises,
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48

*While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. *°The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, *°for they heard them speaking in tongues
and extolling God. Then Peter said, “’“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” **So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98

Congregation reads alternating sides

1 Sing a new song to the LoRD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

2 O LoRbD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

4 Shout with joy to the LoORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

5 Sing to the LorD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.

6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.

8 Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.

9 The Lorb will judge the world with righteousness

and the peoples with equity. 5



Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who
loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we
love God and obey his commandments. *For the love of God is th|s that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, “for whatever is born of God
conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. °Who is it that
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

®This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children at Heart Sermon

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17

The Gospel according to John
Glory to You, O Lord

[Jesus said:] *As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. "°If you

keep my commandments, you will ablde in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. "'l have said these things to you so that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

'2“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. ®No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. '*You are my friends if you do
what | command you. °I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have made known to



you everything that | have heard from my Father. "®You did not choose me but | chose you.
And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my name. "1 am giving you these commands so that you may love
one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: “Jesus Loves Me” ELW #595

Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Music Voluntary: CONTEMPLATION from Partita on “Jesus Loves Me” - John Behnke
Lois Theesfield, organ



Offering Prayer

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

The risen Christ is made known to us

in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

Communion Hymns

“Lamb of God” - ELW Setting 8
“l Come with Joy” - ELW #482

Lamb of God
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Prayer after Communion

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: "Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing" ELW #389, verses 1,3,5

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One,
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: “Christis Alive” - Michael Burkhardt
Lois Theesfield, organ



Prayers for Healing

If you have a prayer request, please email pastorkathleen@milcnevada.org or
emily@milcnevada.org, or call the church office at 515-382-6509.

Please keep the family +Meghan Mcintosh, daughter of Brenda and Kelly Mcintosh, niece of
Teresa Krebs and Stacie and Carl Link, in your prayers following her death

Please keep Julie and Brad Samson and their family in prayer
following the death of Brad's father

Please keep the family of +Brett Anderson in your prayers following his death

Prayers for Bonnie Storey and her daughters Mindy Farmer, Amanda DeMoss, and Tina Skei
following the death of her brother, +Doug Harrison

Please keep Linda Mjelde and family in your prayers
following the death of her husband, +Gregg Mjelde

Chuck Ray Kim Elliott Janice Hartz
Pam Kirkhart Marsha Kane Jackie Byers
Katie BaSS Pr_ Marcia Kisner daughtel‘ Of Shellle BIaCk
niece of Judy Coverdale Marlene Waddell Donna See
Wayne Johnson friend of Vlrglnla Palmisano- Norma Dannan
Steve Halverson Goettsch friend of Betty Runge
John Bass i
Troy Vincent . , Jami Tharp
son-in-law of Ron & Gloria Fred S |
Kati Stieler Jacobson red samueison
sister-in-law of Dan Stieler Carol Vincent Jaylee Bartleson
Johann Thiel Cassie Harrell George Forsyth
Mike Neal Jean Smith Janeen Driscoll
Christina King Julie Sutherland

Janet Jacques

Sherry Kluever Jan Cook

Easton Farrington

Hospitalizations: If you are in the hospital or are going to be in the hospital and want us to
be aware of it, please call the church office or have someone call on your behalf.
Unless directed otherwise, your name will be placed on the prayer list and included in
electronic notifications.



Announcements

TODAY: Memorial Musicians Spring Concert: “Memorial Music Memories”
Sunday, May 5, 4:00 PM

Join Memorial’s choir, handbell choir, youth and kids bells, and special guests as we present
favorite pieces from the past program year (plus a surprise or two!)

Church Yard Cleanup Day—Saturday, May 25

Join us in beautifying and cleaning up the church property on Saturday, May 25! We’'ll be
filling in the ruts in the front yard, cleaning up around flowers, picking up sticks, planting
flowers, and more!

Calling All Bakers!

Do you enjoy baking? Looking for a new way to serve? Sign up to bake bread to be used by
our congregation during Holy Communion! You can sign up on the calendar in the Sacristy.
We will provide the recipe. Interested or have any questions? Please speak with Denise
Rehor or Pastor Kathleen. Thank you!

Today: National Lutheran Choir Spring Concert

The National Lutheran Choir will present their Spring concert this afternoon at 4:00 PM. Join
them in Mahtomedi, MN at St. Andrew’s Church, or watch for free online via NLCA.com.

Pizza-Pie-Looza

The Pizza Pie Looza activities committee is switching things up a bit this year. The
committee is planning to rent some games and inflatables and is looking for people to run
them. The hope is that the churches will help provide volunteers for this and a few other
games that are planned for the day. The date is Mother's Day weekend - Saturday, May 11,
from 2-5 pm downtown. If you are interested and would like to help please contact Pastor
Kathleen. Thank youl!

Calling all Prayer Warriors

Memorial is developing a Prayer Team and is looking for individuals that would like to commit
to praying for prayer requests as they arise. Prayer requests will be shared with the group
primarily through email. If you would be interested in serving in this way please contact
Pastor Kathleen.
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Donations Needed for Crisis in Middle East

A word from our wider church body: “Due to escalating conflict in Gaza and Israel, a severe
humanitarian crisis is rapidly unfolding in the Holy Land. The ELCA has a longstanding
relationship with partners in the region, including the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan
and the Holy Land and Augusta Victoria Hospital. Lutheran Disaster Response has a history
of providing support for our partners and will be prepared to answer calls for assistance
when the time comes.

Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response equip us to respond to this and other disasters,
whenever and wherever they strike. Gifts designated for “Middle East Crisis" will be
restricted to and used in full (100%) for those affected by disasters in the region.”
Please go here to donate: https://community.elca.org/middle-east-crisis

A Special Note Regarding Tithe.ly Fees

We so appreciate all that give using the online/mobile giving platform Tithe.ly! If you haven't
already, please consider including Tithe.ly processing fees as part of your one-time and
recurring gifts. To do this, simply check the “Cover Fees” box when setting up your gift. If
you have already set up a recurring gift and would like to start including the fees, you’ll need
to delete this gift and set it up again with “Cover Fees” checked.

Important Reminder Regarding Giving to Special Projects

We so appreciate gifts received for special projects such as “A Welcoming Space = A
Welcoming Place” (heating and cooling) and “Drive for the Drive” (pavement). If you would
like to support these projects, please make sure to specify the project name with your gift.
This ensures that your gift goes directly to the project and helps us keep an accurate record
of funds received / still needed. Thank you for your support!

Online Giving with Tithe.ly

Thank you for joining us for worship today! If you would like to support our E'ﬂ"ﬂm
ministries, online gifts can be made using http://tithe.ly/give or by scanning " 7“'1 =
the QR code. Did you know? In Tithe.ly, you can select to give to the I‘ Til-t;;ZLE
General Fund, A Welcoming Space = A Welcoming Place (heating and ?&;%‘E
cooling project), or the Drive for the Drive pavement project!
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Save the Date

TODAY: Memorial Musicians’ Spring Concert
When: Sunday, May 5, 4.00 PM

Memorial Volunteers Needed at Harmony Clothing Closet
When: Monday, May 6, 4.00—7:00 PM

Pizza-Pie-Looza

Volunteers needed! Please contact Pr. Kathleen if you can help.
When: Saturday, May 11, 2:00—5:00 PM

Where: Downtown Nevada

Church Yard Cleanup Day
When: Saturday, May 25, beginning at 8:00 AM

Senior Recognition Sunday
When: Sunday, May 26 (part of usual 9:00 AM worship service)

Memorial Volunteers Needed at Harmony Clothing Closet
When: Monday, June 3, 4.00—7:00 PM

Beer & Theology
When: Thursday, June 6, 6:30 PM
Where: Old Chicago
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